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Personal Electronic Devices 
  
The Washougal School District believes it is important for students to be confident, capable, and safe users 
of information, media, and technology in order to be prepared for today’s digital world. At the same time, 
we recognize that cell phones and other personal devices are everywhere, including in our schools. Limiting 
student access to these devices during the school day can help students stay more engaged in learning, build 
stronger peer connections, support their mental and physical health, and ease the social pressures often 
amplified by social media. 
 
This policy establishes a uniform, districtwide policy that limits students' use of personal electronic devices 
during the school day. 
  
I.  Personal Electronic Device 
  

A. "Personal electronic device" means any mobile phone or other portable electronic device that 
is capable of making and receiving calls or text messages, accessing the Internet, listening to 
music, playing a video game, or streaming or watching a video. 

 
B. Examples of personal electronic devices include, but are not limited to, cell phones, 

smartwatches, headphones or earbuds, tablets, gaming devices, and similar electronic devices. 
 

C. This policy does not apply to school-issued electronic devices, such as school-issued laptops 
and tablets. 

  
II. Student Use of Personal Electronic Devices During the School Day 
  

A. For elementary schools, personal electronic devices must be "off and away" at all times 
throughout the school day. 

 
B. For middle schools, personal electronic devices must be "off and away" at all times throughout 

the school day. 
  

C. For high school, personal electronic devices must be "off and away" during all instructional 
times throughout the school day unless approved by staff for academic purposes. 

 
D. “Instructional time” means the period of time from the start of a class period until the release 

bell.  
 

E. "Off and away" means that personal electronic devices are stored out of sight and not accessed 
(e.g., stored in a backpack or locker) and placed in a setting that does not disrupt students or 
the learning environment (e.g., turned off or placed in silent mode). Staff may require students 
to place personal electronic devices in pouches or storage bins during class. 
 

F. Students are permitted to wear smartwatches but may not use their "smart" features  (e.g., 
texting and internet searching) during the school day, except as allowed for middle and high 
school students during non-instructional times. 

 
G. Use of personal electronic devices by middle and high school students during non-

instructional times must also comply with the district's and school's other rules and behavior 
expectations, including but not limited to Policy 3207, Prohibition of Harassment, 
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Intimidation and Bullying of Students, and Policy 3210, Nondiscrimination. 
 

H. Any use of personal electronic devices to record fights or engage in harassment or bullying, 
or to access or share such content with others, is strictly prohibited. Students who engage in 
such conduct may be subject to disciplinary processes and consequences consistent with 
Policy and Procedure 3241, Student Discipline. 

 
I. The district is not responsible for stolen, lost, or damaged personal electronic devices. 

Students who bring personal electronic devices to school do so at their own risk. 
  
III. Exception for Use as an Accommodation 
  

This policy does not prohibit students from using personal electronic devices during the school 
day in accordance with an approved accommodation plan, including accommodations 
documented in an individualized education program (IEP), Section 504 plan, for language access 
purposes or individual health plan. 

 
IV. Addressing Noncompliance 
  

A. Students who do not follow this policy may be subject to interventions or disciplinary steps 
consistent with Policy and Procedure 3241, Student Discipline. Students do not have an 
absolute right to possess or use personal electronic devices at school, except in accordance 
with an approved accommodation plan. 

 
B. Violations may result in consequences, including but not limited to confiscation of the 

personal electronic devices. Confiscated devices will be returned to students or their parents 
after the school day. The district and its staff are not responsible for stolen, lost, or damaged 
devices that have been confiscated as a result of noncompliance with this policy. 

 
V. Notice of Personal Electronic Device Policy and Family Education 
  

A. Information about this policy will be shared with families prior to the start of the school year 
and included in the student and parent handbook for each school. 

 
B. Each school will annually review with students the expectations of this policy, including the 

restrictions on and allowable uses of personal electronic devices during the school day. 
 

C. The district will annually provide educational opportunities and resources to support families 
in encouraging healthy technology habits with students. 

  
VI. Communication Between Students and Families During the School Day 
  

A. For elementary schools: As outlined in this policy, elementary students are not permitted to 
use personal electronic devices during the school day, including to check or respond to 
messages from their family. Families should contact the school directly if they need to 
communicate with their student during the school day. 

 
B. For middle schools: As outlined in this policy, middle school students are not permitted to 

use personal electronic devices during the school day, including to check or respond to 
messages from their family. Families should contact the school directly if they need to 
communicate with their student during the school day. 
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C. For high schools: As outlined in this policy, high school students are not permitted to use 

personal electronic devices during instructional times, including to check or respond to 
messages from their family. Families should not expect that students will be able to respond 
to messages during class and should contact the school directly if they need to communicate 
with their student during instructional times. 

 
D. Personal or family emergencies: In cases of a personal or family emergency, a student may 

use their personal electronic device briefly, with the permission of a staff member. 
  
VII.      Staff Use of Personal Electronic Devices 
  

This policy does not restrict staff use of personal electronic devices during the work day. 
However, staff are encouraged to be mindful of their device use at school when students are 
present, for the purpose of modeling healthy technology habits and maintaining the integrity of 
the learning environment. 

 
VIII.     Policy Review and Interaction with Other Policies and Procedures 
  

The superintendent will make an annual report to the board reviewing the use and efficacy of this 
policy. Recommendations for changes to this policy, if applicable, will be included in the report. 
The superintendent is encouraged to involve staff, students, and parents in the review process. 

 
Nothing in the policy impacts the applicability of other relevant district policies and procedures. 
Students should remain aware that by bringing a cell phone or other electronic device to school 
or school-sponsored events, the student and their parent/guardian consent to the search of the 
device when school officials have a reasonable suspicion, based on objective and articulable facts, 
that such a search will reveal a violation of the law or school rules. 
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